
“Burle Marx’s mission was to bring nature into 
the city. ‘The brutality of present urban 

environment make the garden a compelling 
necessity,’ he wrote. ‘One must bring nature 

into the reach of man and, above all, take man 
back to nature.’ The garden was the tool for 
achieving this goal, a place where one could 

‘find rest, relaxation, recreation, and above all 
the feeling that he is living in, and integrated 

into, this space”. 
(Roberto Burle Marx Lectures: Landscape as 

Art and Urbanism from Gareth Doherty, 2018)

A new non-profit organization in Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil created in 2019 to 
preserve Burle Marx’s entire design 
collection and make his vast array of 
works accessible to everyone.  In 
doing so, BMI will keep his legacy alive 
and carry his mission and artistry 
forward for future generations.   

Burle Marx 

Institute (BMI)

was one of the most important 
landscape designers of the 20th 
century.  Known for introducing 
modernist landscape architecture to 
Brazil, his innovative designs of parks 
and gardens made him world famous.  
Marx was also a multifaceted artist and 
incorporated these talents into all his 
works: a painter, a print maker, jewelry 
and fabric designer, a musician, a 
naturalist and ecologist.  A pioneer in 
t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n o f B r a z i l i a n 
rainforests, he ignited the discussion 
about the environment in the early 60s.  
His forward thinking ideas on the 
relationship between man and nature 
continues to inspire and influence this 
important movement today and into 
the future.   
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Burle Marx 
Visionary and timeless. 

was a revered architect and Burle 
Marx’s creative partner for 
almost 30 years. Ono was the 
driving force in the preservation 
of his legacy and upon BM’s 
passing inherited the Burle Marx 
studio and all it’s project archives 
a n d t r e a s u r e s . A l w a y s a 
champion of BM’s contribution to 
landscape architecture, he saw 
the importance and urgency of 
preserving and disseminating 
BM’s entire body of works.  Ono 
was more than a colleague to 
Burle Marx, he was a close friend 
and as Marx put it “the son he 
never had”. 
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is the Executive Director of the Burle 
Marx Institute.  As Haruyoshi Ono’s 
daughter, she inherited her father’s 
passion and belief in the relevance of 
preserving the BM archives and 
making them assessable globally.  The 
proliferation of BM’s creations will 
teach his philosophy on the well-being 
o f i n d i v i d u a l s – a n d t h a t by 
incorporating nature and artistry – the 
possibility of the “utopian urban 
environment”.  She has spearheaded a 
plan to use these works to educate 
th rough commun i ty out reach , 
programming, exhibitions and more.  
These principals have also led to the 
collection being newly evaluated with 
a focus on susta inab i l i ty and 
inclusivity.   
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Burle Marx Institute will apply his innovative ideas and creativity to their 
approach and how they tackle contemporary issues by focusing on three themes:  

Work towards 
Burle Marx’s Vision of a 

Healthy City

How to make 
cities healthier, 

sustainable 
and inclusive?

About Us/ 
Our Approach 
There are 120,000 documents in the archives.  
They include personal letters, historical magazines 
and newspapers, lectures, photos, landscape 
projects, colored drawings painted with gouache 
and works of art.  BMI believes in the potential of 
these archives to inspire young people and 
influencers, artists, academic researchers, 
architects, and urban planners to take action on 
cultural, environmental and educational issues. 

An Aesthetic and 
Playful Approach to 

Education and Culture 

Coexistence with, 
Preservation of, and 

Passion for the 
Environment  

ENVIRONMENT
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Where we are  
The institute is just starting out and in need of support.  We are actively seeking funding 
to increase our capacity and continue with our preservation work, public outreach and 
educational programs.    

Preserving and Cataloguing the Archives: 

Taking inventory of the landscape projects (5,000 
items) and photograph collection 
 
Partnering with Moreira Salles Institute to 
safeguard Haruyoshi Ono’s Chromo Collection  

Developing communications plan: symposiums, 
press releases, lectures, social media, publications, 
and exhibitions. 

Current actions

Continue building the archive, including 
digitization of different collections and formats 

Database Acquisition and Implementation 

Preservation Plan: Restoration and Maintenance 

Expand communications and cultural events 

Develop educational materials and a 
georeferenced map at the Burle Marx’s gardens 

NEXT 
STEPs:

Open Bilingual Database for Research 

Development of Burle Marx’s Raissonné Catalog 

Programmatic activities developed by BMI   

Educational Outreach 

Exhibitions, Publications, Workshops, Guided Tours

5 year 
Outlook:



Burle Marx’s 

Exhibition in 2021 
In November, BMI will hold an Exhibition of previously unpublished material at the Roberto 
Marinho's House Institute in Rio de Janeiro.  This first milestone will be key exposure and 
broaden the institute's audience with talks and installations, emphasizing diversity and 
inclusion.    
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